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Dear Readers, 
 

We are delighted to share our 23rd Newsletter “Weekly Taxation 

Newsletter” dated 15th February, 2021 from 07th February, 2021 to 

14th February, 2021 with you. This newsletter is a weekly compilation of 

interesting and latest news related to tax including upcoming Timelines / 

Due Dates, Notifications / Press Information, Case Laws, International 

Taxation etc. 

- Stay updated, Stay connected  

 

 Under the Income Tax act, 1961 
 

 

Sl. 

 

Compliance Particulars 

 

Due Dates 
 

1 Due date for issue of TDS Certificate for tax deducted under section 194-IA 

in the month of December, 2020 

14-02-2021 

 

2 

Due date for issue of TDS Certificate for tax deducted under section 194-IB 

in the month of December, 2020 

14-02-2021 

3 Due date for issue of TDS Certificate for tax deducted under section 194M in 

the month of December, 2020 

14.02.2021 

 

4 

 Due date for filing of return of income for the assessment year 2020-21 if 

the assessee is (a) corporate-assessee or (b) non-corporate assessee (whose 

books of account are required to be audited) or (c) partner of a firm whose 

accounts are required to be audited or (d) required to submit a report under 

section 92E pertaining to international or specified domestic transaction(s) 

15.02.2021 

 

5 

Due date for furnishing of Form 24G by an office of the Government where 

TDS/TCS for the month of January, 2021 has been paid without the 

production of a challan 

 

15.02.2021 

 

6 

Quarterly TDS certificate (in respect of tax deducted for payments other than 

salary) for the quarter ending December 31, 2020. 

 

15.02.2021 

 

 Under the GST, 2017 
 

1. Filing of GSTR – 3B 
 

 

 

A. Taxpayers having aggregate turnover > Rs. 5 Cr. in preceding FY 

 

Tax period Due Date 
No interest 

payable till 

Interest payable @ 9% 

from & till 

Interest payable @ 

18% from 

January, 2021 
20th February,  

2021 
- - - 
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B. Taxpayers having aggregate turnover upto Rs. 5 crores in preceding FY (Group A) 

 

Tax period Due Date 
No interest 

payable till 

Interest payable @ 

9% from & till 

Interest payable 

@ 18% from 

January, 2021 
22nd February,  

2021 
   

Group A States: Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Goa, 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli, 

Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep 

 
 

C. Taxpayers having aggregate turnover upto Rs. 5 crores in preceding FY (Group B) 

 

Tax period Due Date 
No interest 

payable till 

Interest payable @ 

9% from & till 

Interest payable 

@ 18% from 
January,  

2021 

24th February,  

2021 
   

Group B States:  Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, Assam, West 

Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Chandigarh, Delhi 
 

 

 

2. Non Resident Tax Payers, ISD, TDS & TCS Taxpayers 
 

Form No. Compliance Particulars Timeline   Due Date  

GSTR-5 & 5A Non-resident ODIAR services 

provider file Monthly GST 

Return  

20th of succeeding month

  

20.02.2020 

 

 

 

3. GST Refund: 
 

Form No. Compliance Particulars Due Date (New) 

RFD -10 Refund of Tax to Certain 

Persons 

18 Months after the end of quarter for 

which refund is to be claimed 

 
 

 Weekly Departmental updates: Income Tax 

1. Vivad se Vishwas attracts a quarter of all disputed cases 

A quarter of all direct case disputes have opted for resolution 

under the Vivad se Vishwas scheme which involves Rs 

97,000 crore in tax demands, sources in the department of 

revenue said on Friday. They added that the scheme is an 

overwhelming success compared with similar offers launched 

in 1998 and 2016. 
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Although the quantum of the final revenue proceeds to the government is not clear, the 

Centre will not receive the entire amount as the scheme offered attractive discounts. Besides, 

a part of tax demands is required to be deposited with the government when an assessee 

challenges the verdict in higher appellate forum and this amount would already have been 

accounted for in various years in the past. 

 

2. Income Tax refunds worth Rs 1.91 lakh crore issued between 1st 

April, 2021 – 8th February, 2021 
 

The income tax department on Wednesday said it has issued over Rs 1.91 lakh crore 

worth refunds to over 1.87 crore taxpayers so far this fiscal.  Of this, personal income tax 

refunds of Rs 67,334 crore have been issued to over 1.84 crore taxpayers and corporate 

tax refunds of Rs 1.23 lakh crore have been made in 2.14 lakh cases.  “CBDT issues 

refunds of over Rs. 1,91,015 crore to more than 1.87 crore taxpayers between 1st 

April,2020 to 08th February, 2021,” the income tax department tweeted.  

3. Tax disputes: ‘Faceless assessment key to solve problem’  
Amid the perception that the various schemes for resolution of tax disputes run in 

recent years have yielded only moderate results in reducing the load of tax litigation, 

finance secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey on Friday said the new system of faceless 

assessment and appeal would ‘strike at the root of the problem’ and help bring down 

the disputes substantially.  

 

Speaking at the Indian Express Idea Exchange programme, he said the revised 

estimates of revenue and expenditure for the current financial year were realistic. If 

gross direct tax collections were down 6.7% on year by January, the gap would be 

much narrower by the end of the year, as the slump was partly due to liberal refunds 

of around Rs 1.91 lakh crore. He also said tax buoyancy of 1.16 estimated for FY22 

was neither conservative or unduly optimistic (buoyancy has been in the negative 

territory in FY20 and FY21). 

 
 

 

  Important Circulars 
and Notifications: 

 
 

Sl. Particulars of the Notification(s) File No. / 

Circular No. 

Notification 

Link(s) 

1.  sharing of information with "CEO, Center for e-

Governance, Govt. of Karnataka" 

Notification No. 

05/2021 

 

LINK 

2.  Extended Due date for filing ITRs requiring Tax 

Audit Report is 15th Feb 2021. 

Update 
 

LINK 

https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/communications/notification/notification_5_2021.pdf
https://www.incometaxindiaefiling.gov.in/home
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3. Income Tax Department conducts searches in 

Bengaluru 

Press Release  LINK 

4. DGGI Gurugram arrests man for fraudulently 

availing input tax credit of more than Rs 69 crore 

 

Press Release 

 

LINK 

5.  DGGI Gurugram arrests man for fraudulently 

availing input tax credit of Rs 376 crore through 7 

fake firms 

 

Press Release  

 

LINK 

6. CGST Officials arrest one after busting network of 

46 fake firms involved in fake input tax credit of Rs 

82.23 crore 

 

Press Release  

 

LINK 

 

 

 Weekly Departmental updates: 
 

 

 GST Updates 
 

1. Attention: Functionality to opt in for composition has 

been made available for FY 2021-22 in the Dashboard of 

taxpayers at Common Portal. The eligible taxpayers, who 

wish to avail the composition scheme may opt in for 

composition up to 31st March 2021. 

2. No Wonder Gujarat Tops The List Of States With Highest GST 

Collection": Gujarat HC Pulls Up GST Dept. For Their Alleged Coercive 

Recovery Tactics,Issues Notice 
 
Noting that "the facts of the case are very gross and shocking", the Gujarat Hig h Court 

on Friday (05th February) pulled up the GST officials for allegedly "coercing and 

pressurizing" a person to transfer an amount of almost Rs.9 Crore to the account of the 

department. 
 

The Bench of Justice J. B. Pardiwala and Justice Ilesh J. Vora called the alleged 

coercive recovery tactics as "Shocking" while hearing the plea of one Kanubhai 

Manilal (Proprietor, Bharat Acid And Chemicals) who alleged before the Court that he 

was summoned and under the guise of interrogation, he was kept under det ention for 

almost a period of 33 hours. 
 

3. ‘Best judgment’ assessment awaits GST return non-filers 

Thousands of GST non-filers, or those who did not file returns, have received an auto-

generated letter from the authorities, asking them to file their returns or face the 

prospect of the tax department assessing their liability and asking them to pay.  

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1697146
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1696887
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1696799
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1696565


 

2 3 r d  W e e k l y  T a x a t i o n  N e w s l e t t e r  –  V o l .  2 3  5 

 

   Weekly Taxation Newsletter 
      07th Feb., 2021 to 14th Feb., 2021   

Although the GST law provided for use of “best judgment” assessment, it’s a 

provision that is only being used now to coax those who have not filed returns,  and 

paid up GST, to clear dues to the government. 

Sources said GST authorities have stepped up their drive to maximise collections 

weeks ahead of close of the financial year. This has been a particularly difficult year 

for the tax department as lockdown resulted in a massive drop in collections and 

forced officials to go slow on acting against non-filers and wrong doers. 

4. GST officers to immediately suspend taxpayer's registration for 

'significant anomalies' in sales return 

"The taxpayers will be able to view the notice in the 'View/Notice and Order' tab 

post login," the SOP said. 

The SOP said the taxpayers whose registrations are suspended would be required to 

furnish reply to the jurisdictional tax officer within 30 days from the receipt of such 

notice/intimation, explaining the discrepancies/anomalies and the reasons as to why 

their registration should not be cancelled.  

GST officers will immediately suspend registration of taxpayers whose sales return or 

GSTR-1 forms show "significant differences or anomalies" from the return filed by 

their suppliers, a move aimed at curbing tax evasion and safeguarding revenues.  

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has issued a Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP) for suspension of registration of a per son on observance 

of such discrepancies /anomalies which indicate violation of the GST Act. 

“Till the time functionality for FORM REG-31 is made available on portal, such 

notice/intimation shall be made available to the taxpayer on their dashboard on the 

common portal in Form GST REG-17. 

The SOP further said the taxpayers whose registrations are suspended would be 

required to furnish reply to the jurisdictional tax officer within 30 days from the 

receipt of such notice / intimation, explaining the discrepancies / anomalies and the 

reasons as to why their registration should not be cancelled.  

Reply has to be sent to the jurisdictional officer through the common portal within 30 

days from the receipt of notice / intimation. 

In case the intimation for suspension and notice for cancellation of registration is 

issued on ground of non-filing of returns, the said person may file all the due returns 

and submit the response, the SOP added. 

GST collections have crossed the Rs 1 lakh crore mark for four consecutive months 

and surged to an all-time high of about Rs 1.20 lakh crore in January.  
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 Important Notifications under  

Excise / Custom/ GST: 
 

 

Sl. 

No. 

 

Department  

 

Particulars of the Notification(s) 
File No. / 

Circular No. 

Notification 

Link(s) 

1. 
 

GST 
Know more about “QRMP scheme and how to 

furnish details in IFF” 

GSTN Update 

449 

 

LINK 

 

2 

 

GST 
Due dates for filing of Form GSTR-3B from the 

Tax Period of January, 2021 

GSTN Update 

450 

 

LINK 

 

3. 

 

GST 
QRMP & IFF-Answers to Frequently Asked 

Questions 

GSTN Update 

451 

 

LINK 

 

4. 

GST Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for 

implementation of the provision of suspension of 

registrations under sub-rule (2A) of rule 21A of 

CGST Rules, 2017. 

145/01/2021-

GST  

 

LINK 

 

 

5. 

 

Custom 

 

Requirement of filing of Bill of Coastal Goods 

(BCG) –reg. 

 

F.No.450/96/

2020-Cus-IV

  

 

LINK 

 
 

 

 Important Case-laws  
 

 Income Tax 
 
1. Central Board Of Direct Taxes V. Satya Narain Shukla 

W.P.(C) NO. 5547 OF 2017 !! CM NO. 23333 OF 2017 
 

Sections 24, read with section 8 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 and section 119 

of the Income-tax Act, 1961 - Act not to apply in certain organisation - Director 

General of Income-tax (Investigation) - Respondent had submitted list of some MPs 

and MLAs to Election Commission alleging that their assets had increased more than 

five fold after previous election - Respondent sought verification to bring about a 

higher level of transparency; however, no specific or general allegations of 

corruption were advanced - Election Commission of India had already forwarded 

affidavits submitted by MPs and MLAs disclosing their assets for verification to 

https://www.gst.gov.in/newsandupdates/read/449
https://www.gst.gov.in/newsandupdates/read/450
https://www.gst.gov.in/newsandupdates/read/451
https://www.cbic.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/gst/Circular_Refund_145_12_2020.pdf
https://www.cbic.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2021/cs-tarr2021/cs08-2021.pdf
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CBDT and CBDT had forwarded same to Directorate General of Income-tax 

(Investigation) for verification and outcome of such verification was shared directly 

by Directorate General of Income-tax (Investigation) with Election Commission of 

India - Any further action had to be followed up by an assessment order - HELD: 

CBDT is not one of offices or public organizations which are specified under Second 

Schedule; but, Directorate General of Income-tax (Investigation) is; thus, any 

information received from Directorate General of Income-tax (Investigation) by any 

Public Authority would also fall within exclusionary provisions of section 24(1) - 

Verification of affidavits filed by MPs and MLAs to Election Commission could not 

be equated with an investigation as referred to in section 8(1)(h) and since no 

investigation was under way which would be impeded, disclosure could not be 

denied - Otherwise, since in instant case, no specific or general allegations of 

corruption were advanced by respondent, it was not possible to accept that 

information as sought for by respondent would fall within purview of Act [Paras 14 

and 21] 

2. Paramjit Singh V. State Information Commission, Punjab 
CWP NO. 22748 OF 2016 !!  NOVEMBER 4, 2016 

 

Section 2(h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, read with section 80G of the 

Income-tax Act, 1961 - Public authority - As there were very few number of hospitals 

during partition of country, State Government leased 12 acres land to respondent 

hospital and on expiry of lease period in 1980, proceedings under Public Premises 

Act were pending - Further, aid given was also marginal and same was not given on 

regular basis - HELD: It could not be said that respondent hospital was substantially 

controlled and financed by State or it was a 'public authority under sections 

2(h)(d)(i) and 2(h)(d)(ii) and, thus, respondent hospital was not liable to provide 

information to complainant [Paras 5 and 6] 

 

 Important Case-laws  
 

 GST Law: 
1. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co. Ltd. vs Commissioner of CGST & C.Ex., 

Howrah Commissionerate 

Court: GSTAT Kolkata Date of Order: 2018-08-08 

I find that the ld. Commissioner(Appeals) had not decided the appeal on merits but rejected 

the appeal filed by the assessee on the ground of time barred. I find that the Order-in-Original 

dated 29.07.2016 was received by the assessee on 05.08.2016 and accordingly they were 

required to file the appeal before the Lower Appellate Authority on or before 05.10.2016. 
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However, the appeal was filed on 28.10.2016 i.e. after a delay of 23 days. They had filed an 

application before the Ld. Commissioner (Appeals) for condoning the delay in filing of the 

appeal mentioning the sudden illness of the officer who was looking after their excise 

matters. Ld. Consultant mentioned that the person Shri Satya Narayan Sinha Mahapatra was 

all along ill and finally died on 28.03.2017. He further submits that owing to the absence of 

the officer the appeal could not be filed within the due date. On going through the impugned 

order, I find that the present appeal was filed by the appellant beyond the statutory period of 

60 days but within the condonable period. I also find that the ld. Commissioner (Appeals) has 

not decided the issue on merit but dismissed the appeal as time barred. 

2. Vensa Infrastructure Limited vs The Commissioner of Service Tax, 

Hyderabad – G S T  

Court: GSTAT Hyderabad Date of Order: 2018-08-08 

After hearing both sides, we find that the reason for out of turn hearing appeal filed by the 

assessee is that the issue is covered by the judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court in the case of 

Larsen & Toubro Ltd., while, the Revenue seeks early hearing on the ground that amount 

involved is substantial. As both sides are seeking out of turn hearing of appeal; we allow the 

applications for out of turn hearing of appeals and direct the registry to take on record the appeals 

and list for disposal on 10.10.2018. 

 International Taxation 
Corner (ITC) 

 

 

1. Vodafone Tax Case: India files application in Singapore High Court 
against arbitration panel verdict 

India has challenged in the Singapore High Court an international arbitration 

tribunal’s verdict that overturned its demand for Rs 22,100 crore in back taxes from 

Vodafone Group Plc, and the order passed in Cairn Group’s case is under 

consideration of the government, Parliament was informed on Monday. 

An international arbitration court had in September last year rejected tax authorities’ 

demand for Rs 22,100 crore in back taxes and penalties relating to British telecom 

giant Vodafone’s 2007 acquisition of an Indian operator. 

The demand pertained to Vodafone’s USD 11-billion acquisition of 67 per cent stake 

in the mobile phone business owned by Hutchison Whampoa. 

In December last year, an arbitration tribunal in Hague unanimously overturned a 

Rs 10,247 crore retrospective tax demand on British oil and gas company Cairn 
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Energy Plc and asked the government to return shares it sold, dividend it seized and 

tax refunds it stopped to enforce the tax. 

2. UAE seizes goods worth Dh192 million over tax violations 
 

The UAE’s Federal Tax Authority (FTA) said Dh191.83 million worth of goods were 

confiscated last year due to violations of the local tax regulations. The products were 

seized during inspection campaigns in cooperation with the departments of 

economic development and private sector players. 

The seized goods were subject to excise tax. 

The authority seized 9.4 million packs of cigarettes that didn’t carry the digital tax 

stamps; 14,000kg of Hookah tobacco products; and more than 803,000 packets of 

other selective goods, including soft, energy and sweetened drinks; electronic 

smoking devices and tools and liquids used in them. 

 

 Knowledge Bucket for NRI’s 
 

 

 

1. For the fiscal ended on March 31, 2020, the ministry, in May last year, clarified that the 

period of stay of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and foreign nationals in India during the 

lockdown period would not be counted for the purpose of determining their residency status 

for the purpose of taxation. 

 

2. NRIs Will Be Allowed to Set up One-Person Companies Soon– Budget 2021. 

Seeking to further improve the ease of doing business, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

on Monday said NRIs will be allowed to set up one person companies. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1. In the case between S Kumars Nationwide and Chief Commissioner of Income Tax, the 

NCLAT ruled the liquidator is not required to prepare a balance sheet and profit & loss 

account and get it audited during the liquidation process. 

 

2. “The cap is not applicable on PPF because there is already a limit of ₹1.5 lakh 

contribution in a year to PPF,” the official said. The government has proposed changing 

taxation rules for provident funds by levying income-tax on the interest earned on 

contributions exceeding ₹2.5 lakh in a financial year. 
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3. On the plain reading of the budget documents, it appears that tax will apply to the 

interest earned on contributions made to Employees' Provident Fund (EPF), Voluntary 

Provident Fund (VPF) as well as Public Provident Fund (PPF). 

 

4. If your current basic salary is up to Rs 1,73,611 per month and you are not contributing 

to VPF then you do not need to worry about the tax imposed by this budget. Majority of 

salaried individuals with current salary below this level will not be impacted by this tax 

at present. 

 

5. Last date for filing declaration under Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme further extended to 

Feb 28, 2021 

This is the fourth time that the deadline of the scheme has been extended- first from 

March 31, 2020, to June 30, 2020, secondly to December 31, 2020, and thirdly to 

January 31, 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: 
 

Every effort has been made to avoid errors or omissions in this material. In spite of this, 

errors may creep in. Any mistake, error or discrepancy noted may be brought to our notice 

which shall be taken care of in the next edition. In no event the author shall be liable for any 

direct, indirect, special or incidental damage resulting from or arising out of or in connection 

with the use of this information. 
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